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Sun Microsystems Joins MediaGrid.org to Advance International Media Grid Standards
BOSTON, MA - July 30, 2006 - The Grid Institute is pleased to announce that Sun Microsystems (NASDAQ: SUNW) is collaborating with the MediaGrid.org open standards group to advance international standards for storing, delivering, and processing digital media in grid computing environments. A key component of the collaboration is the seamless connection of Sun Microsystems’ on-demand Sun Grid compute utility to the public Media Grid network, enabling Media Grid service requests and jobs to be handled by Sun Grid. In addition to increasing the quality of service and overall performance of the Media Grid network, “gatewaying” to Sun Grid will also have a direct and positive influence on related MediaGrid.org standards.
“We look forward to collaborating with Sun Microsystems and the Sun Grid team to develop a new generation of grid-based digital media infrastructure and application standards,” said Aaron E. Walsh, Director of the Grid Institute’s MediaGrid.org standards organization. “Connecting Media Grid and Sun Grid will have an immediate impact on open Grid Gateway standards by providing a significant real-world gateway implementation and corresponding technical specifications, upon which Media Grid application standards -- such as those for rendering, gaming, and virtual reality -- ultimately build,” continued Walsh.

“Sun’s participation in the Grid Institute allows us to collaborate with some of the brightest researchers, technologists, vendors and customers in evolving standards together with a basis in real business,” said Aisling MacRunnels, senior director of utility computing for Sun. "The extensible platform delivered by the combined Media Grid and Sun Grid will enable the media and entertainment, healthcare, aerospace and education markets to complete a wide range of applications not possible with today's computational limitations. As these industries expand their technical capabilities, Sun will contribute its grid computing expertise to help translate these emerging, real-world uses of a grid-based digital media infrastructure into open standards for the storage, delivery and processing of digital media."
Sun Grid researchers and technologists will contribute to the design and development of open Media Grid standards through the following MediaGrid.org technology working groups:
	· Grid Gateway Technology Group (GGTG)

· Quality of Service Technology Group (QOSTG)

· Media Storage Technology Group (MSTG)

· Media Processing Technology Group (MPTG)
	· Media Delivery Technology Group (MDTG)

· Rendering Technology Group (RTG)

· Gaming Technology Group (GTG)

· Virtual Reality Technology Group (VRTG)


Sun’s MediaGrid.org membership was officially announced during Boston’s Siggraph Summit on July 30th.

About the Media Grid
The Media Grid is a public utility for digital media. As an on-demand public computing utility, a range of software programs and Web sites can use the Media Grid for delivery and storage of rich media content, media processing, and computing power. The Media Grid is an open and extensible platform that enables a wide range of applications not possible with the traditional Internet alone, including: Massive Media on Demand (MMoD); Interactive digital cinema on demand; Immersive education and distance learning; Truly immersive multiplayer games and Virtual Reality (VR); Hollywood movie and film rendering, special effects, and composition; Real-time rendering of high resolution graphics; Real-time visualization of complex weather patterns; Real-time protein modeling and drug design; Telepresence, telemedicine, and telesurgery; Vehicle and aircraft design and simulation; Visualization of scientific and medical data. 

The Grid Institute leads the design and development of the global Media Grid through the MediaGrid.org open standards organization in collaboration with industry, academia, and governments from around the world.
To learn more about Media Grid and Sun Grid visit MediaGrid.org  and  Network.com
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